Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Hallelujah! Great morning and happy Easter my dear Christian friends.
Text: 1 Corinthians 15:14-20

O Jesus, Victor Divine, in joyful thanksgiving we celebrate the feast of Your Resurrection, the victory of heaven over hell, victory of life over death. Cause us always to treasure its great benefits and give us the strength to live resurrection lives free from Satan’s rule. We ask this in Your holy name. Amen.

Have you ever stopped and thought about the fact that earth’s saddest day and gladdest day are just two days apart?


Good Friday, no doubt, was earth’s saddest day. Early Friday morning the Sanhedrin brought Jesus before Pilate. They accused Him of starting riots, stirring up the people, and beginning a rebellion against the Roman Empire. Pilate knew Jesus was innocent and yet he had Him beaten, crowned with thorns, and mocked. Finally Pilate gave into the pressure of the crowd chanting, “Crucify Him, crucify Him,” and gave the order to crucify our innocent Lord and Savior.

Do we realize it was such a horrible deed that even nature rebelled. The earth quaked and darkness covered the earth from noon till 3 PM. At 3 PM Jesus yelled out from the cross, “Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit” (Lk 23:46), and He died. Two of His disciples summed up their disappointment when they said, “We had hoped He’d deliver Israel. But now He’s dead!” Earth’s saddest day for sure!

But only two days later we have earth’s gladdest day. It was early when the women headed to Jesus’ tomb. They were still full of gloom; they weren’t going to celebrate the resurrection. Their purpose of going early was to embalm Christ’ body more fully than had been done by Joseph and Nicodemus on Good Friday.


Imagine their surprise to see an empty tomb and meeting angels who said to them, “Why are you seeking the living among the dead? He’s risen like He said He would.” Things happened so quickly on earth’s gladdest day. Mary Magdalene saw Jesus at the tomb. Jesus appeared to the women as they were rushing back to Jerusalem to tell the disciples. Peter and John ran out to the tomb to see if the report was true or if the women had just lost their minds; they found an empty tomb. Late Sunday afternoon Jesus walked with the two disciples going to Emmaus. The two eventually rushed back to tell the other disciples in the upper room. Suddenly Christ appeared before them all, even though the doors were locked. They heard His comforting greeting of, “Peace be with you” (Lk 23:36), and they saw His hands, feet, and side.

In a moment everything had changed. Sorrow turned into joy; disappointment into hope; fear of death into a new life. Scripture says, Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord (Jn 20:20). Earth’s saddest day and gladdest day are just two days apart.

Here we are on Easter morning. We want to thank God for this amazing morning. We welcome everyone here this morning, member and guest, as we celebrate EARTH’S GLADDEST DAY.


We can usually see things more clearly in contrast. White looks whiter on black; light looks brighter in darkness. So we can see the joy of Easter more clearly by asking, “What if there were no Easter? What if Christ hadn’t been raised?” St. Paul asks that question in 1 Corinthians 15 and gives the answer.


I. If Christ had not been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain (14). Scripture makes Christ’s resurrection a central teaching of the Christian faith. Any minister who denies the bodily resurrection of Christ is no longer a Christian minister. If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain (14). Another way to translate this is, If Christ didn’t rise your preaching means nothing.

Building churches, training pastors, sending out missionaries, telling children about Jesus, all of this means nothing if Christ didn’t rise. If Christ isn’t risen we may just as well tear down the churches, burn all Christian books, and throw away the Bible because without Christ’s resurrection they mean nothing. You might as well leave right now and go home and take a nap after that wonderful breakfast you just had. Come tomorrow, I better start looking for a job.


If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile (17). It means nothing. In the Apostles’ Creed we confess our basic faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.


I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

This we believe; what wonderful truths to believe. But St. Paul writes, “If Christ didn’t rise your faith means nothing.” What a terrible thought!


If Christ has not been raised…we are even found to be misrepresenting God (15). A false witness is one who lies. St. Paul says, “We have talked about the power of God. We’ve said that God loves man, that Christ died for your sins, that there is an eternal and glorious life to come, and that all who believe in Christ will have this everlasting life in heaven. But,” says Paul, “if Christ isn’t risen then we’re false witnesses…. We’ve lied and the whole Christian religion is a lie.”

If Christ has not been raised…you are still in your sins (17). One of the most comforting truths in Scripture is the assurance that God forgives sin and that He does this completely and totally because Christ died for our sins. St. John says, The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin (1 Jn 1:7). This full and free forgiveness Christ offers to everybody. No one who comes will ever be excluded. Christ proved this by forgiving the thief on the cross and by forgiving St. Peter who denied Him when He needed Him most. We know we’ve sinned, but God forgives sin. That’s where we find our comfort.


If Christ has not been raised…then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished (18). Some of you have parents who have died believing in Christ. Most of you have relatives or friends who died believing in Christ. They were laid to rest in the hope of the resurrection to everlasting life. But Paul says here that if Christ isn’t risen, we won’t rise; we’d end up with Satan in hell. What a horrible thought!

II. But Christ is risen! But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead (20). St. Paul was sure of it. He’d seen the risen Lord on the road to Damascus; he was blinded by Him. He had talked with the apostles who had seen the risen Christ. That’s why St. Paul had no doubt about the resurrection and exclaimed: "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:55-57).

Easter time! Christ is risen! Therefore our preaching is not in vain, we’re not liars, our faith isn’t in vain, our sins are forgiven in Christ, those who have died in Christ are now in heaven—the Lord is our Shepherd and we’ll never lack anything in life, in death, or in eternity.


There was an unbelieving queen who rejected Christ and Christianity in spite of the pleas of her pastor and relatives. When she died she left a will which said: “Seal my tomb in concrete and then let’s see if God can raise me up.” They did. But while they poured the concrete, a little acorn fell into a crevice. In due time it sprouted. A root found a little crack and eventually burst the whole thing apart.

There comes a day in which all that are in the grave will hear Jesus’ voice and come forth, whether they want to or not. Blessed are all who believe. What’s your response to Christ’s resurrection this morning? May the Holy Spirit through the means of grace this morning give you the same joy and the same excitement for your Lord and Savior’s resurrection that St. Paul had: But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (20). Happy Easter friends. Amen.
